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Editor’s Letter

Welcome to the spring edition of
Mainsail.

Took delivery of our new GP14 at theend
of March and perhaps | had mentionedits
imminent arrival a tad too many times to
family and friends and so my lovely
brother sent my husband, Graham, this
for his birthday:

a

Graham was 8 keen 1ailor and new ol the
appropriate nauticsl terma.

*what are the chances™ said

Graham_“of a Twunami hitting Bolton
Sailing Club on mvy birthdary O o
Pld's m voyage 77%(7

Thanks to all who have contributed to this
edition. If you have something to say,
advice to pass on, an interesting story to
tell, please send your articles for the
spring Mainsaildue out in March 2019.

Alsoabigthankyouto ouradvertisersand
Dinghy Show and Championship

sponsors, your continued support is really
appreciated.

See you on the water

Julie Courtney
Editor
admin@qgpl4.0ryg
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President’s Piece

Well what a great time was had by all at
a very busy RYA Dinghy Show at
Alexandra Palace on the 2nd and 3rd
March. The Show this year saw nearly
8,500 visitors. It was once again an
opportunity to promote GP14 sailing at
our Stand, where we featured a Duffin
with a Paintcraft finish, flying Mike
McNamarasailsanda SPtrainingdinghy,
with Elite sails. There was also a scaled
wooden model Ginger boat, provided by
Phil Hodgkins. Huge thanks however to
Steve Parry, as his fantastic GP14 card kit
boats proved to be a great success. The
latter were designed for children to takeaway and buildas a prize, as this year
we were part of the treasure hunt. Lots of families will now be the proud owners
of a GP14!

The Class Association stage was once again in the Great Hall, albeit this time
tucked into a corner. The aimis for Associations toshowcase their activities and
events. | had the pleasure of welcoming on stage our world champion Mike
Senior, along with Helen Allen our Southern Area Representative and Steve
Parry. Thanks to Justin Smith for sorting all the photographs and videos to
complement our presentation. The ‘script’ thisyearaimed to highlight that we
are truly an international and indeed an enduring Class, the GP14 being 69 years
old on the 17th June.

From the Association’s beginningsin 1951 it continues to thrive and supportour
members. The success of the Association is down to YOU our members, who
have picked up the baton and have often worked tirelessly to ensure we deliver
what our members want. | have been so fortunate to have such conscientious
people on the Finance and General Committee and also on the General
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Committee, aswell asthe Trusteesand of course Julie Courtney in the ‘office’.
There is no doubt that teamwork ‘produces the goods’ and | want to take this
opportunity to thank all those dedicated people | have worked with firstly as
Vice President and now as President.

Being on Committee isn’ttoo onerousa task. As a racer or cruiser, it givesyou
an opportunity to be involved in discussions aboutvenues, Class development
and training. As a club sailor it gives you an opportunity to be involved in
discussions about how the Association can support your club GP14 sailors. As an
individual member it gives you the opportunity to be involvedin discussions
about the Association and find out more about what the Association does to
ensure our members get the best possible deal from their membership. Itis
because of the Association and our various working relationships, that we have
been able to guide the price ceilings on boats, sails and spars. Through the
Association subsidised training events are organised. We also try and offer
financialsupportforouryouthsailors. The Association hasalsoforged good links
with Craftinsure for GP14 boat insurance. There is no doubt in my mind that
because of the International GP14 Association we have such a strong Class,
whichis here to stay.

This year there willbe some considerable changes on Committee at the August
AGM, as people who have been on Committee for many years are stepping
down. This indeed will be my last piece asPresident for Mainsail, as my three-
year term of office ends at the AGM, where | shall be proposing Curly Morris to
move from Vice President to the role of President. Our strong team would
benefit from some specific skill sets whichwould enhance the Committee. My
message to you is thatitis possible to hold down a job and work on Committee.
Equally if you have retired you may now have the time to take on amore active
role. Itis because of people giving their time, that we all gainso much. Please,

think about coming forward as YOUR Association needs YOU ).

One person who steppedup to the challenge and also became a member of the
Association is Vanessa Devereux. Once again, we have a packed calendar of
events both racing and cruising, with visits to some superb venues. Thank you



to Vanessa for sorting out the ‘Super Seven Series’ and thanks too to Oliver
Shaw, who has come back on to Committee and has sorted the cruising venues.

We are back to Abersoch for the Nationals, which seems very apt for me
personally as thiswasmy first major championship, when | crewed for Maurice
Cooper, also from Derwent Reservoir Sailing Club and where we competed in
the 2003 worlds. I use the term ‘competed’, ratherloosely, however thanksto
some fantastic coaching from Neil Marsden prior to the event we did know what
we were supposed to be doingand indeeddid have somecloseracing even at
the back. Thisisthe greatthingaboutsailinga GP14,itis competitive throughout
the fleet.

For our racing fleet, thereare greatplans for our championships thisyear. The
biggest event of course will be our Nationals at Abersoch in Wales. There will
certainly be plenty to celebrate both on and off the water. Vanessais planning
the event to offer the best possible racing but is also very mindful of
opportunities for fun family activities. However, there are plenty of racing
opportunities both before and after the National’s, so check outthe website, or
lookin your calendar.

This is the second year for the calendar, which is bigger and certainly hassome
super action shots. We hope you have enjoyed receiving this, ‘thank you’ gift for
beinga member. A personal thank you to all our sponsors for supporting this
initiative. Ifyou have a great photographdo send itto the office and you never
know it may find its way intothe 2020 calendar.

Of course, some of you have never stopped sailing during the winter, many
continuing to sailat yourhome clubs. I've also spotted lots of names taking part
in the Selden Sailjuice Winter Series. Thissuccessful Seriesnow in its tenth year
and the brainchild of Andy Rice, of Sailjuice.com and SimonLovesey of Sailracer
attractssome of the top sailors from many different dinghy fleets. Great to see
Rich Pepperdine up there, although sadly not in a GP14 this time. However well
done to the following whowere able to represent the GP14 Class at one or more
of the events:-lan Dobson, Neil Marsden, Richard Ham, Hugh Devereux, Matt



Lulham-Robinson, Peter Nugent and Nicky Ogden. Aspecial well done to Maciej
Matyjaszczuk who finished 37th and Lawrence Creaser who finished 54th.

Getting the GP14 out on the water isthe bestway to promote the Class. Some
of you may be taking part in handicap racing at your club and indeed some of
you may plan to compete in the Great British Sailing Challenge. The goal of the
Great British Sailing Challenge is to achieve the same kind of diversity of dinghies
on the water which are seenat the Dinghy Show. Organised by Andy Rice and
Simon Lovesey the raceswill use the latest version of the Great Lakes handicap
numbers a variation of the RYAPY system, along with GPS tracking. The schedule
is for three back-to-back handicap raceswith a fastandslow start three minutes
apart on the Saturday, followed by a pursuit race concluding the regatta on the
Sunday. My own club Derwent Reservoir are hosting the Derwent Dambuster
eventin May. My personal thoughtsare, that for some sailors thisis the only
opportunity to sailin a big fleet,as unlike us, very few classesare able to havea
world championship of 130boats. It is however a chance toshowcase the GP14,
so perhaps you can fit at leastone of the venuesintoyour travelling schedule.

If you are considering travelling and are new to packing up and towing a boat,
read the articlein this Mainsail and perhaps take a look at our website for more
information. As partofour TrainingProgrammethe Associationis hopingto help
support our newer sailors. Training is an area whichwe invest in for race training
our youths and adults, however we are also keen to help support other
initiatives and this year we are looking at our new GP14 sailors. We are also
determinedtotryandprovidetrainingindifferentareas,soitis more accessible.
Remember the Association is here for YOU so please talk to us directly, or
through your Fleet Captain or Area Representative. For more details about
Training plannedfor 2019 check out the website or contact Mark Collingwood,
who has over the past few years worked extremely hard to create some super
events. Thanks also to Gill Beddow who | know has been instrumental this year
in helping Mark with the training.

Next year will be the 70th Anniversary of the GP14,so lots of plans are already
under consideration, including the restoration, displaying andsailing of boat no
2,whichasyouknowiscurrentlyunderthe careofHughBrazierand Steve Pary.
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The planis to have the boat ondisplay at the Dinghy Show and later perhapsget
it displayed at the Maritime Museum in Falmouth. You will also have an
opportunity to see it sailing in the World Championshipat Skerries, or perhaps
sail orseeitas itis sailed asfar north as possible from the south coast (still in
planning stage). The 2020 Dinghy Show at Alexandra Palace will be the launch of
the 70th celebrations, so do come and join us next March. It will be an
opportunity to meet with current and past sailors of the GP14 and take a first
look at the new commemorative book.

As an Association we are here to safeguard the future of the GP14 Classand as
an Association we also strive to minimise our impact on the environment. We
are committed to developing an environmentally sustainable Class. At
championshipswe are promoting using re-useable water bottles and we have
recently sourced andare now using recyclable bags for Mainsail. We also need
to protect our waters from invasive aquatic species, many of which cansurive
out of water for up to two weeks in damp conditions. “Invasive marine plants
and animals harm our native wildlife and cause economic damage to boating,
fishing and aquaculture, fouling hard surfaces such as hullsand pontoons. They
clogup boat engines and propsand restrict water flow and navigation.” Please
be vigilant and follow the RYA, ‘Check, Cleanand Dry’ recommendations.

Please try and encourage people to join the Association, as it is this revenue
which helps us provide the service to you our members. In this our 69th year,
let’s try and get at least 69 new members. Keep an eye out for extra special

membership news in the May e-newsletter. Remember crews can be associate
members.

As always thank you to the team of people who volunteertheir time to continue
to promote and develop the Class, both at home and abroad, asyour support
ensures we remain firmly placedin the intemational sailing world.

Let us look forward to a great year of GP14 sailing.

AnnPennyB.A. International GP14 President



Treasurer Talk

Treasurer'sReport Spring 2019

The GP14 Associationis financially strong and the
Financial Accounts to the year ended 30th September

2018 are postedon the web siteat www.GP14.0rg. As
planned inthe budget at the start of the year, a small
deficit of £1535 was the financial outcome. Income streams
were very close to predicted levels, resulting in a totalincome of £34083, which
is only slightly less than 2017 income. However we are seeing a continuation of
the trend over many years where membership is declining, and we are now at
the point where deficits will increase unless expenditure is curbed. There is
limited opportunity to decrease expenditure on overheads without significant
upheaval, and currently the Association is committed to providing member
services such as supporting Youth sailing in GP14's, production of Mainsail
magazine, promoting the class at the Dinghy Show in London and adult training,
as well as providing a superb programme of Championship Regattas around the
country. This dilemma will be addressed by the General Committee as we go
through 2019. One measurethat hasbeen agreedis to propose an increase of
£2 per annum on full member subscriptions at the 2019 AGM. This, ifadopted,
will be the first increase for 6 years.

Our costs in 2018 were £35608, very close to budgeted costsand £4777 above
2017. The main reasons for the increase were Committee expenses submitted
late in 2017 and accounted for in 2018. In addition we spent an additional £2867
on promotional activities - This included GPS tracking devices used on
competitor's boats at the 2018 Worlds to enable members to follow the racing
live on their home computers, and some additional expenditure on display
materialfor use atthe dinghy show.

The balance sheetremains strong with significant cash reserves, and we have no
bad debt.

Looking forwards to 2019, we are predicting another deficit, and to addressthe
decliningmembership,the Committeeis reviewingvariousinitiativestoimprove
membership servicesat lower cost. We do take time to ask memberswho leave
the classwhy they decided toleave andit is usually because they have sold their
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boat or become too old to sail regularly. Our challenge is to capture new
members and new boat owners, especially younger sailors into Association
membership.So please ask around your dinghy park to seeifyour fellow GP14
sailors are members, and if not, please try your hand at selling the benefits of
Association membership.

As always, | amhappy to take questions on the GP14 Association finances direct
from members. To contact, please email treasurer@gpl4.org

I wish you good sailing for 2019,

Paul Bowmer,
Hon. Treasurer
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Secretary Scratchings

[
Notice of AGM ‘

The 69th Annual General Meeting of the
International GP14 Class Association will be heldat
South Caernarvonshire Yacht Club on Monday 5th
August 2019.

The meetingis taking place during the class’s National

Championship andis scheduled to begin at7.30pm but may be delayed slightly
ifthe last boat comesashore after 6pm. The meeting will be followed by the
usual ‘open forum’ session.

The businessto be transacted at the AGM will be:

a) To acceptthe minutes of the 68th Annual General Meeting.

b) To receive the Secretary’ Report.

c) To receive theTreasurer’sReportand the Annual Accounts.

d) To appoint Accountants.

e) To consider a motionto change the Constitution.

f) To elect Officers.

g) To electthe Directly Elected Members of the General Committee.

Motion to change the Constitution

Explanation

Our Trustees are appointed on a ‘for life’ basis and withthe passing of the
years it is becoming clear thatthis may leadto difficulties ifand wheninfirmity
becomes anissue.The Finance and General Purposes Committee therefore
propose that the number of Trustees be increased by one and that the new
appointee should of significantly younger age than the current group.

Proposal:
That the opening paragraph of clause 10 of the constitution be changed from:

Trustees —There shall be four Trustees of the Association, any three of whom
may act. The first Trustee shall be appointed at an Annual General Meeting.

To:
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Trustees —There shall be five Trustees of the Association, any three of whom
may act. The first Trustee shall be appointed at an Annual General Meeting.

Reason for proposal

To enable rightgovernance of the Association to continue inthe event of two
Trustees becoming unable to act atany onetime.

Proposed: Ann Penny - Seconded: Stephen Parry

The draft minutes of the 68th AGM are available for inspection in the Member’s
Area of the web site.

Steve Parry, Hon. Secretary secretary@gpl4.org

COMMITTEE VACANCY

YOUR CHANCETO BE PART OF IT!

Steve Parry will be stepping down from his position as Class Secretary at the
AGM in August. This createsa great opportunity for someone new to take on
the role, could it be you?

Itis a great way to get to know lots of GP14 enthusiasts and become part of a
successful team. Yes, it does of course involve a bit of work and commitment
but it’slow stress and high reward! What’s not to like?!

Contact slparry@gmail.comto find out more.
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The Dinghy Show 2019

What a Show it was with so many visitors to our Stand, thiswas the year when
we certainly needed more helpers. We have become quite ateam, butthis year
due to illness we missed having Hugh Brazier, Sarah Collingwood and Andy
Clewer. We did however have our stalwarts Steve Parry and Mark Collingwood,
Helen Allen and Andy Wadsworth and Justin Smith, (who has become my
‘technicalman)’. Additional and most welcome supportfor the weekend came
from Vanessa and Hugh Devereux. We doof course always have the lovely Nigel
Potter, from Paintcraft and our boat builders, this year thanks again to Steve
Parker and Glynn, for displaying a GP14 training dinghy andto Nigel bringing the
Duffin. Phil Hodgkins, Ginger boats,was alsoon the Stand, witha model GP14,
he talked about his CNC cut kits which he now hasavailable for any home boat
builders. We also had Mike McNamara, whose sails were on the Duffin, who
gave an extremely informative talk about sail setting.

With over 8500 visitors over the weekend to Alexandra Palace, apologies if some
of my conversationswere ratherbriefto the many sailing friends who dropped
by our Stand. Perhapsin partbecause of last year’s extreme bad weathermore
visitors were able to make the weekend. There were bargains to be found,
\ - peopletomeet,sailingtipsand muchmore.
Although the Show is costly it is an event
. not to be missed by the Association. Being
part of the RYA treasure hunt, meant we
had even more visitors to our Stand and
lots of happy children going off with Steve
Parry’s fantastic card sheets all just
= requiringsome cuttingandstickingto make
- a model GP14. We also signed up some
more newmembers forthe Association and
enjoyed meeting members who have been
loyal to the Association for many years.

The leprechauns, one hanging off the SP
Training boat and the other hanging from
the spinnaker pole of the Duffin boat,
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¢ created interestfor the children and also a reminder
that Skerries isjustover a year away. The last world
championship held in Skerries was memorable, so
' start your planning now for 2020, when we will also
be celebrating 70 years on the water for a GP14.

As an Association we are always looking to the
future, so also on display was a pullup poster for Sri
Lanka, which was appealing to both GP and non-GP
~ sailors looking to get somewinter sunin 2022.

Visitors to the Stand included Mark Lee from
Craftinsure and his wife Jane (Jane liked the sound of
sailinga GP14 in Sri Lanka). Mark gave me a ‘heads-up’ on an insurance App,
which Craftinsure are planning to launch free to members, so watch out for a
text message telling you how to download the App. Craftinsure are great
supporters of our Association and are once again sponsoring the Super Seven
Series and also the Youth Coaching week at Plas Menai, so thanks again to Mark
and Rod Daniels.

At the Show Sam Woolner, Exe Sails, pulled out the winning raffle ticket for the
Genoa, which once again, indeed the fifth year, he had kindly donated. The
proceeds from the raffle will help boost our Association funds which meanswe
can do even more to helpour members. So, thanks again Sam and thanks again
for already offering another genoa for next year. Let’s hope we see you ina
GP14.

The winner of the raffle, Joe Hartigan from Leigh and Lowton Sailing Club, has
just bought GP14000 which was the boat donated by the late Richard Estaugh,
which was raffled, won and named Golden Ticket by Paul O'Neill. Could thisbe
a good omen for Joe who is new to the Class?

Thankyou to all the helperson the Stand over the weekend and to Mike Senior
who joined me, Steve Parry and Helen Allen on Stage to promote the Class.

It was a fabulous weekend so startto put the date in your diaries for next year,
when we plan to show off the Class even more. Join us next year in March to
celebrate 70 years of GP14 sailing.

Ann Penny, President
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Pimpernel’s Progress: One year on

o= : o i e,
Looking back at my photographicrecords, | am remindedthat it is exactly a year
ago that we began the job of stripping out the interior of the hull. It seems to
have taken avery long time but | am pleased to reportthat the seats and thwart
are all now securely backin place andready for us to pellet the numerous old
screw holes. The seatrailsinthe Series One GP14 are notorious for coming away
from their supports and those in Pimpernel provide ample evidence of
increasingly desperate attemptsto screw the wretched things back in place!'We
have resorted to epoxy adhesive to cure the problem once and for all, but the
pellets will record the historical fun and games!

The decks have beenin a stripped condition for some time so as soon as the
weather warms up we shall be applying two-pack varnish to those as well as
seats/thwart and centreboard case. In the meantime the repainting and re-
varnishing of the interior of the hull has been finished, using single-pack marine
products. Crawling beneath the foredeck to reach the stemis not something |
shall be volunteering to do again any time soon! Anyway, it is all done and it
looks pretty good.

As the summer weather approaches we shall be taking the recently acquired
timber mast down from its winter resting placein the rafters of the clubhouse
and giving it a thorough ‘coat of looking at’.

Roll onsummer! Steve Parry and Hugh Brazier
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cruising: Cruising Corner

The programme for this seasonis now coming togetherrapidly, and | would liketo
record my warmest thanks to all who have offered events and facilities.

Full article on website at About tab, Cruising and Vintage Boats or direct to
https://www.gpl14.org/about-the-gpl4/cruising/.

Cruising Week

We are planning a Cruising Week in the Milford Haven Waterway, which was
specifically suggested by one of our regular participants as one of his preferred
venues. This willbe from August 5th —12t. Our location is atLawrenny Quay. They
are a combined boatyard and tourist facility, extremely pleasant, with a very
attractive site ina highly scenic location, with anexcellent pub and an upmarket café
/ tearoomonsite, anda caravan site as partof theirfacility. They are not licensed
for tents, but thereis tent camping available within very easy driving distance.For
those who prefer B&B there isalso a good selection of establishments in the area.
Their charge is on a daily basis so for six nights with dinghies moored to their
pontoon plus one launch and one recovery the total would come to £96 for the
week. lusedthema couple of yearsago, and had a truly excellenttime,and | am
more than happy to use them again. Details of their facilities can be found onlineat:
http://www.lawrennyyachtstation.co.uk/

If you wish to participate please let me via cruising@gp14.org, and | will then put
you in contact with Lawrenny to book individually. But itis mosthelpful if | amtold
who is coming, for co-ordination purposes.

Finally, an appeal for feedback. We needto start planning for nextyear’s Cruising
Week before the Autumn Mainsail comes out, so do please let us know what you
would like (including where, and when).
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Other Eventsin 2019

We are alsoarranginga numberofshorter cruisingeventsduringthecourseof2019:

e Membersare invited to a week-long eventinPoole Harbour, run by Cody Sailing
Club, fromFriday May 31st toFriday June 7th. This is an excellentand very scenic
cruising area: http://www.codysailingclub.co.uk/ptbo/. All enquiries to Steve
White at ptbo@codysailingclub.co.uk, please; NOT to the Associationaddress.

e Membersareinvited to joinan upriver day-cruise onthe Mersey on Sunday June
16th run by Liverpool Sailing Club. cruising@gp14.org to book, please.

¢ YorkRI Sailing Clubare delighted towelcome the GP14 cruising fratemity tojoin
them for their annual cruising and camping weekend at Ullswater, which willbe
held on 28/29/30 June this year. cruising@gp14.org to book, please.

o See also the information onthe Round Holes Trophy, Saturday 28t September at
the end of the Vintage Boats section.

e Cruisersarewarmly invited to the End of Season Championship at the Welsh Harp
(London) on the weekend of 12/13" October. They are offering a cruise the long
way around the lake with afternoon tea at the canoeing club. As with every End
of Season event, a particular highlight is a black-tie dinner on the Saturday
evening. We like the cruising fleet to join us in as well as provide photos and
comments.

¢ Finally,a member has asked for an Introductionto Cruising weekend with the
emphasis on training. We are activelyexploring the options for this, provisionally
a basic training weekend at Bassenthwaite in August, and perhaps alsoa more
advanced cruiser training weekend inthe eastern part of the country probablyin
the autumn.Do pleaseletus know, withsomeurgency, ifyouwouldbe interested
in participating in either event. cruising@gp14.org to book, please.

Possible Event inBrittany

We have been approached by a member living in North Brittany, between Paimpol
and Perros Guirec, offering toorganise anevent if sufficient interest.

He writes “It's a marvellous cruising location with many picturesque coastal idands,
along with significant tidal variations and currents that need to be taken into
account. My club organises an extremely relaxed multi-class regattain a sheltered
lagoon at the beginning of August, along with a few cruises with accompanying
security...| could easily try to organise a 3-day weekend of events including the
regatta andthrow it opento the GP14 Association. After all, there will already be
one GP14 taking part!”
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We are currently thinking of 2020 rather than 2019, but if anyone is seriously
interested in this year he would be very happy to accommodate them. Please
respondfor either year tocruising@gpl4.org.

Vintage Boats

We are very proud of our historic heritage, including our
vintage boats, some of them seriously early and still
sailing.

Amongst those, boat no. 2, Pimpernel, the GP14 with
the earliest surviving sail number in the world, is now
owned by the Association andis currently undergoing
an overhaul preparatory toan attempt tosail (and row)
the full length of the UK as part of our 70th anniversary
celebrations in 2020. We are then hoping to take her to
the World Championship at Skerries in 2020. (see article
on page 15)

Meanwhile, for the currentyear, York Rl Sailing Club invite members with Series 1
boats for the Round Holes Trophy at their club on Saturday 28th September.
Further details from Steve Parryvia cruising@gpl4.org

Looking ahead to 2020, we are gauging interest for the possibility of arranging some
separate racing for the vintage fleet. We are also starting to look into a 70th
anniversary vintage boats event at Aberdyfi (DoveySC), where the class started;
either racingor cruising or a mixture. And thenwe also hope to offer a Vintage boats
eventin conjunctionwith the End of Season Championship. Ifyou are potentially
interested inattending any of these events, witha vintage boat, please let us know.
Cruising Log Trophy

Some years ago, when| was previously in harness as Cruising Rep, we instigateda
Cruising Log Trophy, for the best cruising log submitted eachyear. Sadly this did not
reallytake off, butl thinkit is time nowto offer itagain andinvite entries.

So ifyou do some cruising this year, may we encourage you to consider writing up a
log of the cruise, complete withany photos / drawings / paintings you may wish,
and submit itfor the trophy. Closing date forentries 30t November.

The trophy itselfisa bound logbook with the winning entry each year written up in
hand done calligraphy, supported by whatever artwork forms part of the entry. Over
time we hope this will become a treasured trophy.

Please feel encouraged to have a go!

Oliver Shaw
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cruising: Why Go Cruising? part2)

* We left the previous article
with the seals in Holy Island
Sound, when we were sailing
in a Dinghy  Cruising
~ Association rally there, but

_ they were only one of the
features of interest in that
cruise.

On our first day there, the
§ Saturday, the tideswere such

A Capella saili Low Water at the DCA Holy Island Rally 2010, that by the time we had had
apella sailing over Low Water at the oly Island Rally .

The flat water is because of the shelter provided by the banks the breakfast ”_: WaS. alre ady low
reefs were entirely appropriate in the gusts (Photo by Ed Wingfield) on the fa”mg tlde, and the

harbour was already dried
out. So we launched outside the harbour, using the rather roughly surfaced
fishermen’sslipway and then going across the beach; driving a Landrover makes
launching in such situations easy, when without such a vehicle it would be
extremely arduous. Then we sailed around in the low water channels for an
hour or two, and faced with the need for frequent tacking and gybingin fairly
confined waters and inquite astrongwindit wasn’t long before | decided toput
areefin.

Although | canand do reefat sea when needed, as a matter ofroutine, in any
procedure ina boat (not justreefing) | ama great believerin using the best
method in the particular circumstances, rather than sticking to a single “drill”.
In thisinstancewe hadsandbanksallroundus,andlhadaninexperiencedcrew,
so | took advantage of the banks to do it the easy way; | took the boat upwind
until we almost ran outofwater, nudged the bow ashore, pulled downthe reef,
and then sailed off again. Then we paid a call on Ed Wingfield, the rally
organiser, an erstwhile dinghy sailor who by then had turned yachtsman, and
who has now become a good friend; he was anchored indeep water inhis rather
nice 10m Beneteau yacht, and we tied up astern of him for a chat anda beer.
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Then with the tide now starting to flood we set off again, meeting up with
another rally participant for a chat, and thenpicked our way across a bank with
only a fewinches depth of water over it, until we reached the main deepwater
channel back to the harbour. That gave us a broad reach back, against a very
strong flood tide. Experimentally | had shipped the chartplotter from my yacht
aboard the GP14 for thisevent, so itwas interesting to see that on this leg of the
sail we were consistently making almost seven knots over the ground, against
that strongflood tide. | don’t knowthe speed of the tide, butl wouldguess itto
be atleast 3 knots, so we were probably making a good ten knots through the
water, possibly eleven, and this was withoutreally trying, with aninexperienced
crew, not flying a spinnaker, and despite being reefed.

The Sunday was the last official day of therally,andEd had previously suggested
that skippers might like to sail out to the Farne Islands and back, whichis a
serious open sea passage for adinghy,and with some interesting navigation and
pilotage involved. However in the eventseveral participants who had arrived a
day or two early chose the Saturday toreturn home, leaving justthree of us plus
Ed, and when Sunday moming cameitwas blowing a hooligan, so there were no
takers for that sail, and instead a group of us had a lengthy and interesting
morningwalk around theisland.

I remember evaluating the possibilities of the sail and deciding thatin those
conditions it was too far for the risk to be acceptable, and that sparks an
interesting reflection on the question of whether one needs a safety boat. DCA
do not normally (if indeed ever) provide a safety boat, and | evaluated the
passage onthebasisofus beingsolelyresponsible forourownsafety. Butwould
my decision (not to sail) have been any differenthad there been a safety boat?
Probably not; had we sailed, witha safety boat, and had we then gotinto trouble
the far side of the Farne Islands and neededassistance, the 8-mile passage back
in perhaps force 6 wind conditions - whether under tow or otherwise - would
have been fairly horrendous. So I would very probably have made exactly the
same decision evenifa safety boat hadbeenavailable and on duty.

Instead, we enjoyed our round island morning walk, then had lunch, and then
with the tide outwe just restedfor a little time over Low Water. Then when the
tide returned, we found that the wind had moderated, so my crew and |
launched andwent for a sail inthe Sound. In the distance we saw a gaff-rigged
boat with tan sails, so thiswasa bit ofa magnet and we sailed over to her; she
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turned out to be a Cornish Shrimper, avery popular and rather nice 19-ft trailer-
sailor cruisingboat. We passed astern of her, altered onto her course (which
was heading back towards the harbour, by now perhaps a couple of miles away),
andin due coursewe overhauled her,and had a chatwith her skipperand crew
as we did so.

By this time both boats were heading back tothe harbour, sailing across thenow
strong flood tide, and we made a better fist of choosing our course across the
tide than did the local boat - for it later turned out that she was indeed local.
We ferry glided across the tide on animprovised transit, first as we crossedthe
shallows and then we still followed the transit later when we entered the
deepwater channel, whereas she sailed a heading more perpendicular to the
tide. Sowhen she reachedthe deepwater channel she found herself downtide
of her destinationand in the full strength of the tide and had to buck the tideall
the rest of the way home. We were ashore, and with the boat on her road
trailer, before the Shrimper came into sight entering the harbour.

There was a delightful sequel. As we were ashore and packing up, first the
skipperandcrewofthe Shrimper,andthensubsequentlyanothercoupleoflocal
residents each wentout of their way to come across to us for a chat. All of them
knew all about the Rally, which at that time was a well-established annual event,
and they could tell us somethingabout which boats and which skippers had
participated in previous years, and what had exploits people had got up to in
previous years. And both said in effect thata long weekendwas too shorta visit
and pressed usto retum on another occasionwhenwe had more time available.
You can’t beat that for a welcome!

And | did indeed
return the following
year,fortheinside of
. a week, albeitin the
| “big boat” rather
than the GP14.

Oliver Shaw

And a little bit of fun, albeit only by courtesy of photo-editing
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Technical: e Revelations of
Repairing an Old Boat

It will not have escaped your notice that No 2 has been undergoing major
restoration and for those who have been following Pimpernel’s Progress on E-
News, here is some more detail about our discovery when cutting out the
sheared screws from the stem. The findings explain why older boats (and the
Old Yellow Boat is a case in point) end up with so much entrapped moisture in
the stem post, making the ‘heavy at the ends’ syndrome much worse.

It is all down to a simple deficiency in

construction that many home-builders back -

in the days of Bell Boats kits would not have e

appreciated, see my sketch for details. In -

deed Bell Boats themselves obviously didnot

anticipate a problem when they built

Pimpernel. As you will see, the fitting of the

side skins tends to createa smallvoid at the

front edge of the stem post through which

the screws holding the stem bandthen pass.

The side skins only just ‘kiss’ at this point so

the screws churn their way into the void and achieve very little grip. When the
stem band is next disturbed the screws invariably have to be replaced with
somethinglongerthatwillreach intothe post, or worse still, the old screws are
refitted with a stripped thread and a prayer!

Above the waterline this doesn’t really matter but poorly fitted screws lower
down can obviously allow water to passinto the enclosed void and soak into the
untreated joinery.4615 was unbelievably damp in thisregion andtook ages to
dry out when we did the big rebuild. Ifyou are renovating an old boat it might
be advisabletoindentsmallblocks of timber in the stemto receive the screws
that secure the band, as we have done on Pimpemel.

Steve Parry, The Old Yellow Boat
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Technical: ANChOring

Amemberhas recently asked us foran “Introduction to Cruising” weekend, with the
emphasis on training. That prompted the thought of a series of tips on individual
topics, and he specifically requested anchoring.

Choice of Anchor: idealsize fora GP14isabout 2Kkg, or alittle
more; certainly not less for a steel anchor. However thereis
one exception to that guide, discussed later.

Good designs include the Danforth and the best of the variants
onit. The “newgeneration” anchor
which is made in dinghy sizeis the
/ Mantus dinghy anchor looks )
,, 'h-..t excellent, although| have no direct experience of it.

Rode: 2 m of 6 mm chain shackled to the anchor, then

/’ M 30 m of nylon warp, at least 6 mm diameter (any

narrower is painful and potentially dangerous to handle under load). Use a spanner

to tightenthe shackle and thenmouse it (or alternatively use superglue or Araldite

on the threads) to ensure thatit won't come undone. Tie theinboardend of the

warp securely to the boat then starting at that end flake the warp into a bucket,
followed by the chain.

The preferred material is nylon because of its excellent stretch characteristics;
stretch is highly desirable in ananchor warp, to smooth outshockloads and nylon
stretches more than any other rope material. Thatis marine guality nylon, notthe
very much looserlaid nylon rope available from domestic DIY stores.

Depending onthe anchor designyoumay be able to stow it in purpose made chocks
in the boat, or just place itontopof thewarpin the bucket.

Fittings: Have at least one anchor fairleadfitted on the bow, as near the stem as
reasonably possible, and it is helpful to have a cleat mounted somewhere
convenient so that the warp can be secured once the anchor is deployed. |
personally like to have a low-profile hom cleat onthe kingplank, and ideally it should
be through bolted (to ensure maximum strength), butthis location does entailthe
smallrisk of the jibsheets very occasionally fouling it. | have foundthatin practice
it fouls the sheets only exceptionallyrarely, but that might be anunacceptablerisk
ifyou alsorace the boat. Ifyouare concernedabout that risk you could mountthe

r
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cleat somewhere convenient in the cockpit,
perhaps on the forward coaming, through
bolted intothe deck beam. =
Deploying the anchor: Aim to deploya length |
ofrode equal to about fourtimes the depth of
water; more in strong wind or strong tide
conditions and up to ten times the depth in
storm conditions. Since the length of available
warp will be limited to what you can
conveniently carry, that limits the depth inwhichyou cananchor; choose depth of
water notmore than one-quarter of the length of yourrode, after allowing for any
furtherriseoftide. Place thewarm (just before the chain starts) in the faidead,
pass anchor and chainover the side (forward of the shrouds, obviously(!), keeping
the chain off your pristine vamished deck) and then allow to drop - while also
holding the warp toensure thatit doesn’timmediately all pay straightoutin arun,
then smoothly pay outthe warp until the anchor ison the bottom. Slowlypay out
yet more warp as the boat drops back with the wind or tide.

Tie off the warp whenyou have paid out as muchas you intend; it helps to havea
cleat for this purpose but improvise if you have no cleat (e.g. tieitround the mast,
or other strong point).

Raise the centreboardand consider raising the rudder (unless you are deliberately
using it togive the boat a sheer tooneside).

Then choose some clear marks, either on shore or other moored boats, or
navigational marks, which youcan use to monitor your position;and as you tidyup
the boatatthe end of your passage just check after a few minutes that you are still
in the same position. Ifyou find that youare dragging, and it can happen, either
pay our more warp or haul up the anchorand sail off and have another shotat it.

Avoid at all costs deployingthe anchor abaft the shrouds at right-angles to the boat
-inastrong tide that is a veryquick way to capsize! It absolutely must be deployed
fromthe bows,andasclosetothestemaspracticable, sothat theboatis completely
free to line upto the pull of the line.

Depth of water / Height of tide: The chartwill give you what is called the charted
depth at any given position; that is the depth related to “chart datum”, and the
height of tide thenneeds to be added to this to give the actual depth. If the figure
on the chartisunderinedit denotes a drying height, the heightabove chart datum
to which the bottom dries out at Low Water; you cantreat this as a negative figure,
so subtractit from the height of tide to give the actual depth.
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Ifyou don’t have a chart withyou, aimto anchor sufficientlywell inshore to havea
generous marginof safety.

For day-sailingwhen | am athome | find it convenientto print off both the hourly
heights of tide from my computer software and the weather forecast before | leave
home. (Ifyou don’t havetidal software, you can gettidal heights online from the
Easytide site, above.) Then| laminate the sheet and putitaboardthe boat.

Trip lines: Finally, itis worthmentioning trip lines. Thisis a second line, attachedto
the crown of the anchor, specifically toassist in pulling the anchor out if it becomes
stuck on the bottom. If then you discoverwhen you come to weigh anchor thatthe
anchor is foul onthe bottom,

slacking off the anchor rode

and pulling on the trip line Buoy
will often dislodge the
anchor, and enable you to
bring it aboard.

Another andvery different use, whichis sometimes very useful to the dinghy sailor.
This is whenyousail toan attractive beach, and thenanchor off - perhaps on a rising
tide - while you have lunch ashore or whatever. Thereisa good chance that when
you returnto the boat she may bein deep water, especially if the tide has risen,or
ifshe hasswungtoanoffshore wind. Along trip line attached tothe anchor crown
before you drop the hook and led ashore (and tied to a tent peg driven intothe
beach or to abush) will enable you to pull the boatashore when youare ready to
re-embark. But do
attach this line to the
N e s msses crown of the anchor
only, otherwise you will
end up fighting the
\i\ . strength of the anchor
as it digsinagainstyour
pull - and one hopes
that itwill be the anchor
which wins that fight!

Trip Line ~

Trip Line, to crown of anchor, secured ashore

Oliver Shaw
Full version of this article can be found at
https://www.gp14.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ANCHORING.pdf
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Technical: Travelling with your GP14

This can be a daunting prospect, when packing up to travel for the first time.
Hopefully the tips belowwill help. More detailed information can be found in the
cruising section of the website. So where tobegin...

Importantly check yourtrailer particularly tyres and bearings and also the lighting
board priorto packing upyour boat. Itisalsoa good idea to carry a spare wheelfor
the trailer.

Note most trailer boards aren’t fitted with reversing lights, howeverthese can be
added.Ifyouare usingthe“continental”13-pinconnector systemitalreadyincludes
the reversing light circuit, but if you are using the older 12N systemit doesn't, so
you also need the 12S (i.e. Supplementary) plug and socket in order to add that
circuit.

How to pack the boat.

Starting with things inside the boat. Loose gear needs to be stowed ina way which
prevents it moving around and either becoming scratched or doing worse damage.

Put the rudder, whichideally is beingprotected by a cushioned rudder bag, in the
bottom of the boat, soit is wedged and can’t move around. (Altematively, it can go
inthe car.)

The boom rests on the thwart, suitably cushioned by a sponge, pulled downwards
at the forwardend (by a heavyshockcordattachedto a fitting onthe cockpitsole,
in this case one of the toestrap eye plates), or simply use the control lines for the
Cunninghamoverthe top of the boom, pulling it downandcleating; this forcesthe
after end up hard under the aft cockpitcrossbeam, where again itis cushioned by
a sponge. The boom could altematively be strapped to a side bench and/or the
thwart, againwith suitable padding.
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Most other kit that is normally carried aboard while sailing can travel in its usual
position without special preparation. Making sure that the spinnaker pole is either
clippedor tied so it can'tmove around.

Sails, ideally intheir bags, can then be placedin the boat. Sails, e.g. spinnakercould
be left insitu and the main could be left onthe boom, butespecially the latter is not
recommended.

Boat Covers

Some owners like a full cocoon cover, specially designed for travelling, howeverthe
majority of sailors have a separate under-cover and top-cover.

Other owners leave the underside of the boat uncovered and in normal
circumstancesitshouldn’t suffer fromanything worse thanmere dirt...

For the top cover,some owners tow using the overboom cover which they also use
in the dinghy park, but this isn’tideal to travel with. Far better, for towing, isto use
either aflatcoveror a “trailer cover” (which the latterhas no aperture for the mast
and no split forward of the mastgate) which is usedsolely for road use.

Securing the boat tothe trailer.

Ifyou have a combination trolley/trailer, simply pull into place, rememberingto lift
out andthenslot backinplace, the pin. Then tie the boat on the trolley to the trailer.

The fundamental requirementis lashing down amidships, supplemented by a
secondone ataboutthe location of the forward chock or cradle. Itis perfectly viable
to use rope; but modern ratchet straps are quicker, easier, kinder to the boat
(because the load is spread over a broader surface) and nowadays they are probably
also cheaper thanbuying the necessary rope of the right size and quality. Providea
heavy duty means of cushioning them and make sure that the metal hardware is
well clear of the boat. The photographs show the ratchet strapsin place andthe
interior of the boat fully stowed for towing; boom secured, sails aboard, spinnaker
pole and oars and masthead buoyancy all in place, etc. NOTE in these photos this
sailor puts histop cover on after tie down, however mostsailors buttop cover on
before using ratchet straps and/or ropes, however the same principles apply. The




paddingunderthe midships strapin these photosis offcuts of carpet, with the pile
towards the boatand anothersoft matatthe forwardstrap.

o Ll HE P

The forward strap may tend to drift forward, tothe pointwhere it has the shortest
route andthereforeit loses tension in doingso. Ifyour boat isused primarily for
cruising, she will probably have a mooring cleat on the kingplank, which can beused
to forestall this, asinthese photos; if she is used onlyfor racing, she probably won't
have sucha cleat and youwill then need to devise some other means of addressing
this. Possibly identify the shortest route at outset and tension the strap in that
position, or possibly rig a retaining strap joining the centres of your two ratchet
strapsto eachother (for example), thus restraining the forward one frommoving
forward.

The bow snubberwill normally be adequate to prevent the boat charging forward
on the trailer whenbraking, evenin emergencybraking, or whendescendinghills;
however you will probably need some means to prevent her moving aft when
accelerating or when going up hills, although the forces there are much smaller than
in emergencybraking. The painter maybe one way of restraining movementaft,
(photo), butonlyifyou have a means of securing it to the boat and also have anchor
fairleads onatleast one bow. A possible alternative is a line diagonally aft fromthe
trailer axle and secured toa point onthe boat.

Fix the lighting board to - -
the transom pintle and
gudgeon, ideally padded.
Itis perfectlypossible to
mount the mast before
fitting the cover ifyouso
wish. (seephoto).




Securing the Mast

It is easier to tie halyards etc, when de-rigging when the mast is in the boat. Put
loose shrouds through metal loop on mast and pull rope halyards tight, tying off
where possible sothere are less wires and ropes moving around as you lift the mast
from your boat. Itis sensible to tie back the rigging to the mast using shock cordor
Velcro straps for example, butdon’tuse tape. Don’tforget to remove all thoseties
before you step the mast on arrival; otherwise you may find only after you have
stepped itthat the rigging is tied tothe mastsomewhere that is now out of reach,
up high, and you have todrop the mast againto untieit!

Lift the mast onto the trailer, securing at bothends. To prevent the mastwhipping
around laterally as youdriveitisagoodideatonowadda taut lashing up fromone
side of the trailer, round the mast close to the spreaders (one complete round tum)
and down tothe other side of the trailer. The tensionfor this does notneedto be
large, so a non-ratchet strap is perfectly adequate; it is simply there to restrict
sideways movement.

Don’t forget to plug in yourlighting cable, remembering to check the trailer lights
before you move off. Itis also useful tostop aftera little while to checkall ropes
are secure and doing their job and to once againcheck tyre pressures.

Finally, driving with the boat in tow. Allow for the extra length and the reduced
acceleration at junctions, and again when overtaking. Take tight corners a little
wider allowing for your extra length and also for the trailer tracking slightly inside
the track of thecar.

Be aware of the lower speed limits when towing; in the UK these are 50 mphon
single carriageways and 60 mph on dual carriageways and motorways, except
where a lower limit applies toall trafficanyway. Never evenbe tempted toexceed
the 60-mphlimit; yourtrailertyresarealmostinvariably rated for 62 mph maximum,
so exceeding the higher of those two legal speed limits also means you are
exceeding the speedrating of yourtyres. Also remember ona motorway youcan't
go in the outside lane.

As part of our Training Programme we are aiming to support our newer sailors,
hopefully giving them the confidence tojoin the travelling circuit cruising or racing.
Recently Chris and Gill Beddowvisited Trimpley Sailing Club to offer some expert
advice. Ifyouthinkthatsailors at your club would like supportfrom the Association
do contactthe office. | have no doubt thatthere will always be someone to offer
help aswe all knowGP14 sailors are simply the best.

Ann Penny (Taken from an article written by Oliver Shaw in the Cruising section on the website)
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TRAINING

The 2019 UK training calendar is nearing completion with a strongline-up of
events.

For racers there are events planned in all areas, including sea training at
Llandudno before the Welsh Championships and at Abersoch before the UK
National Championships. On-line entry will be opening soon for these popular
events.

For youths our Gold Standard Craftinsure and E Howard-Davies GP14 Youth
Training Week returns to its spiritual home at Plas Menai and continue to
provide the highestquality training to the next generation of sailors. Details are
available on-line or from Julie in the office. We are accepting applications and
preference will be given to those received before 25th February.
New for 2019, Non-racersand improversare invited to Bassenthwaite SC over
the August bank holiday for a weekend focusing on cruising and boat handling.
Those attending are welcome to camp on-site. If you are interested please
contact Julie in the office ASAP and we will look to arrange a feeder event at
your club.

Gill Beddow & Mark Collinwood

DATE TYPE OF TRAINING VENUE
Satarclay 16 Mar Race Training Paperooir Sailing Club
Friday 26 Apr Sen Training Ilandsadtno Sailing Club
Sunday 9 Jun Race Traiming Castle Semple Sailing Club

Sunday I8 Jul & Friday 2 Craftinsure and E Howard Davies PMas Menai

Aug Youth Training week

Friday 2 Aug & Saharday 3 Sea Traning Abersoch

Aug

Satusclay 24 to Mon 26 Aug  |Cnasing & Boat Hendling Bassenthwaite Sailing Club
Date THA Northern Aren: Race Training Budworth Sailing Club

Date TBA Midland Area: Race Traindng Club THA
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NEWS FROM THE INSURANCE FRONT )

Craftinsure is delighted to be heavily involved with the Insurcs
Association againin 2019, with sponsorship of the Super 7 Series, Irish Leagues,
and support for the Youth Training Week.

As usual at the start ofa new year, we reviewedour results for the GP14 Class
scheme, which isshowing an increase in numbers from 2018, no doubt helped
by premium reductionswe wereableto apply early in 2018. After a low claims
countin 2017, claim numbers also increased in 2018, although surprisingly few
occurred during the World Championship or WLYC 24 Hour Race.

Ahighproportionofclaimsare duetocollisions orfollowingcapsize asexpected,
and accidents will happen. But there are ways to help reduce the risk of having
toclaimandlosingtimeonthe water.The followingadvice focusingonjust three
specific areas may help.

Collisions
Remember Rule 14=Keep clear!

You must avoid contact with other boatsif possible. Even if your boat has right
of way you must avoid contact, but you don’t need to act until it becomes
obvious that the otherboatis notgoing to keep clear.

We do see examples of sailors ploughing on regardless because they are on
starboard with no intention of trying to avoid contact! This might be
understandable when racingin some cases but it may mean that you will still
lose your NCB if you have to claim!

Trailers

We have seen a surprisingly high number of claims for stolen trailers recently
(sometimesjustleft for months and then ‘discovered missing’). Ifyou are going
to leave a trailer in a park for long periods, make sure it's secured —either wheel
clamped or at least chained and locked to somethingimmovable. That should
prevent opportunistor ‘convenience’ theft at least.

We also see problems dueto poor trailer maintenance —including bearingsnot
serviced or changed when they shouldbe. People sometimes arrive a bit late for
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an event, dunking the boat and trailer straightin to cold water aftera long, fast
drive when the bearings are still hot, causing almostinevitable damage.

Corrosion, especially around the hitch lock, is
i another common problem.

A more surprising risk comes from securing
% straps becoming brittle due to exposure toultra
& violet light. One of our own team found out
&8 about this when his RIB left the trailer whilst
being towed after the straps failed! So check
these for wear andany damage.

Boats blowing over in dinghy parks

Mustmake sureyourboatistieddowntotheground(andnotjusttothe trailer!)
when left in a dinghy park. They need to be checked on a regular basis.
Remember that not only your boat is likely to be damaged ifblown over, but
others too. You could well compromise your popularity at the Sailing club!

We hope you have a greatsummer season,and don’t forget that you can obtain
an immediate quotation or cover at www.craftinsure.com, or by calling us on
03452607 888 (ROI 188 844 100).

Rod Daniel ACII, Craftinsure.com
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Welsh Championship

As the sailing season starts for those who haven’t sailed through the
winter and the championships and opens begin; it is time to check
through the trophies you have won and think about returning them or
defendingyoursilverware.

{£Llandudno 7o

Following a meetingat the Dinghy Show
i need toinformyou that piaces are limited to this event across all dasses.
To avoiddisappointment book early.

There is entertainment on the Saturday evening in the form of an inter
classvariety! Anyinsider knowledge of this from last year would be very
welcome —we are a competitive fleet. Motorhomes —LSC have promised
to acton thisand update us soon.

Friday training info — please bring your own food -hot drinks will be
available. Friday evening the club will be openforusto bring inour own
food or take away and to catch up - if this is of interest you can book a
place via the shop_and improve/hone your skills before the racing!

Also the Welsh Championship DYFI Bowl has been returned to the
Association, as those of you on
Facebook will be aware. We are in the
process of updating the engravingready
to award it at the Championships at
Llandudno at the end of April. Enter
soon as the number of boats is limited.

B

We have a noquestions asked policyif you uncover a trophy from under
yourbed orbehindthe sailsandreturnitto us.
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championship: National Championship

We are delighted to announce that

@ollen GP14 2019 ..
have agreed to be the title NATIONAL ‘ »

sponsors for the National CHAMP ] ONSHl P

Championships held at

South Caernarvonshire Yacht Club, Abersoch between the 3 and 9" of
August. Other sponsors at present, include; Impact Marine, HD Sails, SP
Boats, Gibson Sails, Ginger Boats, English Braids, Marine 13, Tim Harper
Boats, and Dinghy Shack. The racingis all sorted and the social events are
coming together. Entry is £200 per boat with the usual discounts for
Youths helmsand Youthboats.
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championship: INnland Championship

L S | | The Inlands is returning to
. - Bristol Corinthian Yacht
Club, in the beautful
Cheddar Gorge andis being
generously sponsored by

@
AT THE

during the weekend of 18"
and 19t of May.

There is camping and motorhome parking on site from the Friday night.
Entry opens soon.

Whatdo you get for your entry fee?

I’ve been asked a few times about the entry fees; so here is a breakdown
of how we decide the price.

The startingpointis how much the club is asking for to launch each boat.
This varies from club to club -for this you get the Race team, fuelled
rescue and mark laying boats, use of club facilities (showers, heating,
galleyand mostimportantly, the bar). The other costs which need to be
added include those for prizes and keeper trophies, meals and socials.
We do understand that not everyone can stay for the evening meals when
these are included, but please feel free to share on Facebook and the
spectators and family members can buy these from you.

37



Area reports

MIDLANDS AREA REPORT

We've just had a really windy week which has prevented sailing at many clubs,
but calmer weather enabled the Midland Bell 2019 series to get underway on
Saturday 23rd March, including the prize giving for the 2018series.

The final event of the 2018 serieswas the End of Seasons event atSouth Staffs
sailing club where there was an excellent turnout of 27 boats. This did not
change the overall rankings in the 'Bell, but added an extra qualifying boat,
making 13 in total for the yearfrom 7 different clubs—a record in recent times.
Overall the 2018 seasonhas beena good one with turnouts up at most of the
participating clubs. Once again lan Willis/Keith Dutton from South Staffs won
the Midland Bell counting 4 wins from their 7 events, with Chris Martin/Sam
Bailey from Midlands SC taking the Silver fleet trophy and Jo Bellingham/Richard
Binns from Nantwich taking the Bronze. It was a close fought series with the
winner being determinedat the penultimate event at Chelmarsh where lan and
Keith just pipped Mark McKeever/Kevin Hopkins to the top spot and thus the
‘Bell.

The 2019 Midland Bell seriesconsists of 11 events for the season, with all the
2018 participating clubs puttingon an event. The Midland Area Championship
is traditionally an early event and will be at Staunton Harold SC this year on
13/14th April. We are retaining the same scoring system for the Midland Bell
series as lastyear and also the starred and non-starred events —qualificationwill
be a minimum of 4 events, 2
starred and 2 non-starred. See
the listing below.

Best wishesfor the new season—
and if you managed to get in
some practice at any of the big
winter events, well done!

Charles Saunders
Midlands Area Representative
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NGP14

Southern Travellers Series 2019

17th March—Paperecwt 5 [Training 168h)
Gth April—Veretian Trophy, Welsh Harp 3
18th/19th Muy—inlandi, Brithuh Corinthian YC*
16th june — Tolesbury SC
IOMN21st July—Pocde YC
11 Aug/13t Sept—Southern Areas, Leigh on Sea®
1518 Sept—Erith YO
22nad Sept—Hampton SC
Eth Dot —Frenskbam Pord 5C
19/ 30th Oct—Ind of Seavion, Welsh Harp $C*

[Pt rnhintiy, nimahapn: dpt [ o o Semans (Mgl

AGP14

Midland Bell Series 2019

March ) 3rd — Shuitoks S
Aprdl Teh - Chate S
April 117180 — Sasantion Harold*
Miry Sth—Nantwich & B W0
Wy 17tk — Bllailarsd %0
Bay LEth — Tarvworts S0
lune 1%th — Trimpley W
Dusly Gt — Aldwedge S0
Balty 19th—North Safls 50
e Lul —South Stafy 30
Outober Srh— {helmarsh W *
Nerewmber Jrad — TRA

Mg P Malanr Aow (el

NGP14 AGP14

Northern Bell Series 2019

31" March = Burwain SC
(prize-giving for 2018 series)
1112 May - Hollingworth Lake SC
(Northern Area Championships)
2" June - Budworth SC
9th June—West Lancs YC*

16" June - Royal Windermere YC
22nd June—West Kirby SC
29th September—Bolton SC

[ R e e e e T

Scottish Travellers Seras 2019

April 13th/14th—Annandale 5C

May 25th/26th—Castle Semple
sC

June 1st/2nd —East Lothian YC*
TBC
3 events to qualify
(*Super 7 - Scottish Champion-
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GP14 Association Ireland

Curly’s 75t Celebration

Twenty-two brave GP14 sailors and 11 boats
from Skerries, Sutton Dinghy Club, Newtownards
Sailing Club, Donaghadee Sailing Club, Greystones
Sailing Club, Youghal Sailing Club, Royal St George
Yacht Clubturned up in the chilly waters in
Skerries on Saturday shaking off the holiday
cobwebsforafunfilledafternoontocelebrate one
of the class's legends, Curly Morris, who was
celebrating his 75th birthday.

There were three short races pencilled in by
Officers of the Day Olive Rooney and Sam Shiels.
However, the sailorswere so keenthey requested
a fourth race, as the eleven GPs
enjoyed near-perfect conditions with

DUﬁln Manne 8-12 knots from the north west
providing ideal conditions for sailors
A who may have been worried about

some off-season rust!

WINNING Gerbil Owens and Melanie Morris
TR EN D showed grgat_form for thestant ofﬂje

season winning all the races in
comfortable style, with Curly Morris,
Hugh Gill and Michael Cox proving
consistent as usual. With boats
travelling from both the north and

Bosts svallabis Som b _ south of Ireland there was fantastic
hulls to reas ace competitiveness with tight racing

Alnsiasr Diffan
ZA Manderson Shrsel
Baltast. BT4 1TRH
St Pirom g v grmigdl ¢ oo 40




from start to finish. All sailors returned to
shore for some well-earned drinks and
toastiesin the clubhouse.

We wrapped up Curlys 75th with a super
nightin the Red Bank, Skerries. With Curlys
family 36+ sat down for what was to be
formerGP14sailor Terry McCoys last meal as
chef-proprietor of the famous Red Bank
Restaurant. Curly said a few words, Hugh Gill
said a few words on behalf of the GP14
Ireland fleet and Terry said a few words. A
great night and we all left hoping we would
be back somewhere in 5 years time for
something similar. Congratulation Curly
(#gpl4legent)

The afternoon's sailing kicked off an exciting

programme ahead for Skerries and the GP14 class. Skerries Sailing Club is due to
host the Irish Nationals later thisyearover the 16,17,18 August. The Nationals
will be a great warm up event for the World Championships thatare due to be
held at the Club on 25-31 July 2020.Both events are sure to attract sailorsand
their families from far and wide in what promises to be two great regattas.

Andrew Johnson
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International Focus

Despite the allure of sunny 35-degree days, warm waters anda gentle 15 knot
sea breeze we continue our struggle to attract new sailorsto our class. Ignoring
the naturalattritiondue toage related mobilityand otherissues arisingamongst
our members, we still submerse ourselves in the enjoyable sport of GP14
cruisinginterspersedwith somejovial and mildly competitive racing.

The new calendar year started off
with a 10km cruise in mild winds
down the Swan River from our
home at Mounts Bay to Freshwater
Bay, an ideal outing for two
‘newbies’ to experience the serene
art of GP14 travel. In an attemptto
getmoreboatsonthewater,oneof ¢
our skippers took the tripsolo in his
Geep and provided a display of
flying and even gybing the
spinnaker single handed on the retum
journey.

Cruse Fres rBay V

Over the Australia Day long weekend in January we then dragged our boatsthe
400 odd kilometres south to the port of Albany on the West Australian south
coast where
we had heard
of a training
fleet of GP14s.
Indeed, the
Princess Royal
Yacht Club had
i 7 of them, all
having been
produced from

- e the WA Branch
Rigging our boatson the club groundsin Albany mould over 30 years
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ago and now showingsigns of their age but still beingseaworthy. As training
boats they were no longer being kept to GP14 specification, using locally
acquired masts and smaller sails from another local class due to the generally
higher winds on the south coast. We did manage a couple of friendly races
against thelocals, who admittedly were disadvantaged by their smaller sails and
lack of spinnaker rigging, but nevertheless we donated a numberof our old GP
sails to the training fleet in the hopes they would see fit to upgrade the rest of
their fleet. Their training officer is an ex-GP14 sailor from the UK so we remain
hopeful.

More recently we took great delight in letting our ‘newbies’ take out our
Association owned boat, under escort of course, for a cruise under the traffic
bridge — which provides around 1m clearance - and into Perth Water for an
exquisiteview of the Perth City skyline and a relaxing coffee on the South Perth
foreshore. An enforced capsize drill on the way back did not appear to deter
them so we are hopeful of having some regular new facesin the future!

Bruce Quail
Mounts Bay, Western Australia

Cruise to South Perth
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. | Yo
West Lancashire Yacht Club 53rd 7"4"
24 Hour Race on Southport ‘
Marine Lake

Hour Race
2019

If you’ve never been to the WLYC 24 Hour Race - what can you expect?

Each year despite the mix of light airs, gale force winds, torrential rainand light
drizzle; the memories are of blue skies and a warm sun. Last year was no
different with a start oftorrential rain and light airs, sunshine between and a
wild finish with a squall coming through just before the guns sounded. The
numberoflapssailedis dependentonthewindconditions,andin 1997 the team
from Blackpool & Fleetwood Yacht Club achieved arecord 126 laps in their GP.

Over the weekend we interviewed Clubs on the reason they come to the WLYC
24 Hour Race and overwhelmingly the answer was to consolidate their
membership by spending time together, getting newer and more established
members sailing together in a convivial atmosphere. Also they liked catching up
with friends and sailing acquaintances from other Clubs.

The entertainment on the Friday night is always very well attended and
guaranteed to get everyone up and dancing, from the live band to the disco
finishing off the evening, and once again Friday night will be rocking. We will also
beintroducinga more relaxedfeel forthe Saturdayeveninginthe main marquee
with showings ofa BBC film taken in 1983, featuring more thana few capsizes
and famous faces, aswell as other films made over the years by Club members.

Last year we made aconcerted effort to reduce the amountof plastic on site as
well as more recycling, and thisis also our aim thisyear, with the introduction
of souvenir pint pots and the return of the corn starch food containers and
cutlery.

So if you’ve never been or are an old hand —the notice ofrace and entry form
can be downloaded from the website www.wlyc.org.uk

Look forward to seeing you
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http://www.wlyc.org.uk

SPOTLIGHT FEATURE
Curly Morris

Usually called:
Date of Birth:
Marital Status:

Children:

Started Sailing:
First Boat:

Favourite boat
class:

First Sailing Club:

Championship
History:

Curly
03Jan 1944

Married - Ann - crewed for 25 years - still together, still think
she’s wonderful.

Melanie: Sailed for IRL in Optimist Worlds. Has now been
sailing with Ger Owens for about 20 years - team racing
initially then GPI4sand hasas many Irish titlesas her mum!

Amy: Also sailed for IRL in Optimist Worlds. Double blue for
sailingat Cambridge - sailed international events in Europes
and Laser 2s before teaching husband to sailin a Laser 4000.
Her granddaughter Emily is a water baby, competitive
swimmer and now has RYA level 3. Her son Rory is looking
forward to his first sailing course,and both are familiar with
my GP14!

Age 13

Larne sharpie. 12-foot pre-war single hander designed pre
world war 2 with metal centreboard and single cotton sail on
stayed mast

The GP14 of course. But the Europe dinghy is an amazingy
sensitive boat tosail (or maybe I'm a little too big to be sailing
it). l also havea long attachmentto the Optimist class andam
anlnternationalmeasurerforthe Classandhaveserved many
years on its executive committee.

East Antrim Boat Club

Launched first GP (3772) just in time to sail 1960 Ulster
Championships. Won most events in Ireland several times
and have sailed 15 GP14 Worlds - bestresults 6th (1975) 10th
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Other boats
sailed:

Career:

Most proud of
achieving?

Who do you
admireand why?

Favourite Event &
Why:

(1983) and 3rd (2011) Have also been Irish Finn Champion
twice and won Irish Helmsman’s Championship (now
Champion of Champions) event in 1967 and was runner up in
1987. I've also sailed Worldand European Championshipsin
505s, Finns and Wayfarers. | was reserve on the Irish Olympic
teamin 1972and ended up crewing onthe Irish Dragon when
one of its crew went down withglandular fever.

505, Finn, first Laser in Ireland, Wayfarer. Also part owned/
raced a Beneteau First 32 for a couple of years but have
always owneda GP14 throughout. I'm nowon my 7th GP14

Haematologist (medic specialising in blood diseases) with
particular interest in malignant diseases of the blood.
Personal Chair in recognition of my research work and OBE
for services to medicine in NI. Recently fully retired.

Impossible question. How do you weigh up having two well
balanced children who still like sailing against things like
sailing successor academic achievement (MD thesis) or just
helpingsick people?

Volunteers. Also people who sail because of sheer love of the
sport, particularly if they put something back into the sport.
remember sailing against Ernie Mawhinney (796) and Frankie
Abbs (2111), two guys from North Belfast Yacht Club who had
builttheirownboats (and Frankiehis ownsails)-itwasagood
dayif you could beat one of them and a brilliant day if you
could beat both as they were clever sailors. But what | liked
was that they always had time for us young upstarts and a
clear love of their sport. | also learnt a lot from some of my
bosseswhenlwasatraineeaboutbothresearchbutalso how
to build a team and a department.

| love events which bring together people from different
counties and backgrounds. So | enjoy the Optimist events |
officiate at, and equally enjoy our World Championshipsand
would love to see more sailors from more countries taking
part. Other events | have greatmemories of is when we had
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Best memory ofa
sailing event:

What makes a
good sailor:

Tips for new
sailors:

Future Plans:

Burning Ambition:

week long Irish Championships including two we ranat my
Club, East Antrim. Prior to the 1986 event| sailed acrossthe

North Channel with Simon Relph andthree other boats from
Bolton on a RNLI fundraiser.

There are lots but maybe SriLanka2011. Warm water, good
wind, good result, great craic ashore -what's not to like? Also
one of the few times I've sailed against my wife when Dave
Young hauled her out of retirement to substitute for his very
sick crew. Winning my first Irish Championship at Skerries
Yacht Club with Ann crewing isalso a great memory. We were
often successful there - maybe that’swhy | go back there for
my birthday parties although Terry McCoy’s cooking wasalso
a big attraction.

The ability to multi task while focusing on a longer-term goal.
Practice.

Talk to the people who finish in front of you. Most of them
are happy to talk aboutwhatthey do. Practice.

Season by Season. Enjoy my sailing for aslongas| can.

I still like winningyacht racesso a few more wins would be
enjoyable.Also to try to match up to the standard set by our
current and many previous Presidents.

MUVUINT v =~ -
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SP BOATS /
ELITE SAILS

0

NEW MODEL SP2 COMING 2018

The new SP2 will use the old

Boon moulds and be flatter on

the trandom with &4 mofe open
deck layout than T:"" 5P Sailed throughout the fleet. the SP1 is a proven
Production of the SP2 will winner. Bullt, developed and raced by Steve
start over the winter, Parker, SP Boats is the largest builder of GP14
please contact us to boats. Wide range of customisation available
pre-ordesr with boats built ;v epoxy and polyester, any
colour available

L ' 0. UK

RACING BOATS

Brand-new race spec SP1 and SP2 boats are £8,300 and
include: Allen fittings, Selden mast, English Braids rope.
CHNC Moulds mounded folls, and a full set of Elite Sails

ALL SERVICES

New race spec boats & sails 8

( 07884 363109

Training boats ®

-G Boat repairs B
i Purin Dual Taaddeiry b R,




